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No Parking No Smuqaling

Tucumcari—Truck driver Forrest McLaughlin found out that the “No Parking” sign should also read “No Drug
Smuggling”. On Monday evening at about 9:45 a Motor Transportation Police officer stopped to find out why
McLaughlin’s big rig was parked in a no parking zone on an 1-40 off-ramp near Tucumcari. What the officer
discovered was more than $1.3 million worth of marijuana hidden in a load of cantaloupes.

The Motor Transportation Police officer became wary when McLaughlin’'s driver's logbook didn’'t match his story
and began to act suspiciously. A thorough review of his paperwork and a cargo verification of the freight revealed
the illicit load. Forrest McLaughlin, 46, of Atlanta GA, was taken into custody. He and the evidence were turned
over to the Drug Enforcement Administration for further investigation.

Nearly 900 pounds of pot were bundled, boxed and stacked behind pallets of cantaloupes. The melons were on

their way to North Carolina from California and the pot was picked up in Phoenix headed for Philadelphia. The
marijuana has an estimated street value of more than 1.3 million dollars.
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For further information contact: Major Ron Cordova at (505) 670-4291.
Photos are courtesy of the Department of Public Safety.






